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Info on East Area Rapist 
suspect to be released 


PAUL KITAGAKI JR. pkitagaki@sacbee.com 


East Area Rapist suspect Joseph James DeAngelo stands with attorney Joe Cress during his hearing Tuesday in Sacramento. 


Judge, defense attorney deciding 
what to redact from warrant 


BY SAM STANTON 
AND DARRELL SMITH 


sstanton@sacbee.com 


Sacramento judge 
said Tuesday he ex- 
pects to release some 
warrant documents by 

Friday in the East Area Rapist 
case after lawyers debated 
whether suspect Joseph James 
DeAngelo can receive a fair trial 
if that information becomes 
public. 

DeAngelo, hands cuffed be- 
hind his back, stood silently in a 
cage inside a jailhouse court- 
room for two hours as lawyers 
argued over the merits of un- 
sealing the documents. 

Although he initially attended 
court in a wheelchair, DeAngelo 
since has walked into hearings 
under his own power and spent 


Tuesday standing ramrod 
straight with a deputy in the 
cage behind him and another 
standing outside it nearby. 

Sacramento Superior Court 
Judge Michael Sweet cleared 
the courtroom at 10 a.m. after 
listening to arguments, saying 
he wanted to spend about two 
hours studying the material to 
see what, if any, can be re- 
leased. 

Sweet reconvened the hearing 
Tuesday afternoon before ask- 


ing attorneys to return Thursday 


for more debate over what must 
be redacted. The judge said he 
expects to complete that process 
Thursday and have some in- 
formation ready for release by 
Friday. 

“We’re making good pro- 
gress, but we’re not finished,” 
Sweet said. “It’s sort of pains- 


taking. We have to go through it 
paragraph by paragraph.” 

At issue is the affidavit that 
formed the basis of the warrant 
used to detain DeAngelo, as 
well as the search warrant affi- 
davits and returns that would 
show what items and informa- 
tion had been seized from 
DeAngelo’s Citrus Heights 
home, computer and cellphone. 

The arrest warrant affidavit is 
about 40 pages long, and Sweet 
said Tuesday that the search 
warrant affidavit is more than 
70 pages. The judge said he was 
not inclined to withhold all of 
the materials. 

“T can tell you I wouldn’t 
agree to keep it all under seal,” 
Sweet said, but added he is 
concerned that some of the 
information in the documents is 
unrelated to the two murder 
charges DeAngelo faces in Sac- 
ramento County in the 1978 
slayings of Brian and Katie 
Maggiore in Rancho Cordova. 

The defense and prosecutors 


have submitted suggestions 
about how to redact portions to 
prevent the release of some 
victim and witness names and 
other personal information, and 
Sweet said he wanted to spend 
time going over the material 
before making a decision. 

The Sacramento Bee and 
other news organizations have 
asked that the information be 
unsealed, and media attorney 
Duffy Carolan argued that some 
information can be released 
without jeopardizing DeAnge- 
lo’s ability to receive a fair trial. 

“The press, the public and the 
victims deserve an open pro- 
ceeding on how this case came 
to be charged,” Carolan argued. 
“Cases don’t come to the court 
in hermetically sealed envi- 
ronments.” 

Carolan noted that the case 
may not go to trial for years, 
and that courts have previously 
ruled in favor of releasing such 


SEE SUSPECT, 9A 


State’s top 
political 
ethics cop 
abruptly 
quits 


BY TARYN LUNA 
tluna@sacbee.com 


The head of California’s 
campaign watchdog agency 
resigned her position Tues- 
day. 

Jodi Remke, who Gov. Jerry 
Brown appointed in 2014, 
stepped down as the chair of 
the Fair Political Practices 
Commission amid ongoing 
turmoil. 

She often verbally sparred 
at public meetings with other 
commissioners, 
who were lead- 
ing an effort to 
reduce her 
leadership role. 
The five-mem- 
ber commis- 


sion was ex- 
pected to vote Jodi 
next week to Remke 


finalize a new 
power structure. 

“And although I remained 
concerned with the proposed 
changes to the Commission’s 
longstanding governance 
structure, I’m confident that 
during this busy election cycle 
staff will continue to build on 
the significant progress we 
have made in advancing gov- 
ernmental integrity and the 
public’s trust in government,” 
Remke wrote in her resigna- 
tion letter to Brown. 

The resignation also falls 
one week before Election 
Day, a period that typically 
draws dozens of campaign 
ethics complaints to the agen- 
cy. Remke’s term on the com- 
mission was set to expire 
early next year. The commis- 
sion oversees and enforces 
laws and regulations related 
to campaign finance, conflicts 
of interest, lobbying and gov- 
ernmental ethics. 

It’s unclear if her departure 
will have any effect on the 
election cycle. Critics often 
complain that the FPPC’s 
investigative process takes 
months - in some cases years 
- and the agency rarely ad- 
monishes bad actors before 
voters hit the ballot box. 

“Staff is used to and is 
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Not only are there 16 
distinct regions, but also 


DNA FOR SALE 


Ancestry has a long history 
of backtracking on promises 


BY STUART LEAVENWORTH 
sleavenworth@mcclatchydc.com 


Second of four parts 


PROVO, UTAH 


Paul B. Allen was there during 


the early days of Ancestry.com, 
when he helped launch a com- 
pany to popularize family histo- 
ry research, and do it on a new- 
fangled platform - the internet. 
Since the 1990s, he has 
watched Ancestry.com evolve 
from scrappy Utah startup to 
Wall Street darling, adding one 
of world’s fastest-growing con- 
sumer services, DNA testing, to 
its records-search capabilities. 
He talks like a proud father, 
but he is also torn up by what 


Tumbleweeds roll past Ancestry’s headquarters in Lehi, Utah last 
month. Over the last six years, Ancestry has grown to become the 


STUART LEAVENWORTH McClatchy 


come. 

“It is actually very painful to 
see a company bought and sold 
by private equity, without re- 
gard to founders, employees 
and customers,” Allen said 
while sitting at a picnic table 
near the company’s old corpo- 
rate headquarters in Provo. 

Ancestry.com officials say 
that customer trust is a top 
priority, one reason that more 
than 5 million people have spit 
in a tube and paid $70 to $100 
to have their genetic data ana- 
lyzed by Ancestry. But over the 
last five years, the company has 
reneged on promises to custom- 
ers and partners in several in- 
stances. Allen and other former 
employees say this backtracking 
raises questions if the company 
will follow through on consumer 
privacy pledges as it develops 
the world’s largest DNA data- 
base. 

In 1998, when Allen was 
CEO, Ancestry.com launched 
MyFamily.com, a social network 
people could use to research 
their extended families. It was 
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